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Gospel of Grace

The�gospel�of
grace�is�the
foundation�of
everything�we
are�and�do�at
Oaks�Parish:

At�Oaks�Parish;�we�experience
holistic�flourishing�through�the
person�and�work�of�Christ:�The
death�and�resurrection�of�Christ�has
redeemed�us�individually;�and
collectively�as�a�church=�we�try�to
mirror�that�grace�in�all�we�do:

Faithful Presence

We�are
committed�to
Portland�and
aspire�to�be�a
church�woven
into�the�fabric�

of�the��city:�Oaks�Parish�is�a�uniquely
welcoming�and�inclusive�place:�We
greet�our�neighbors;�friends;
families;�and�coPworkers�with
infectious�hospitality;�faithfully
showing�the�love�of�Jesus�in
Portland:

Formative Rhythms

The�rhythms�of
our�life�shape
our�character;
and�at�Oaks
Parish�we
anchor�our

practices�in�Scripture�and�the
historical�church:�Our�liturgical�and
expressive�practice�of�gathered
worship�on�Sunday�pervades�and
shapes�our�rhythms�of�prayer;�study
of�Scripture;�and�gatherings
throughout�the�week:�This�process
of�intentional�formation;�or
discipleship;�shapes�us�to�be�more
like�Jesus:

Extended Family

Oaks�Parish�is
intensely
relational:�We
strive�to�live
together�as�a
diverse;�

multiPgenerational�extended
familyQnot�just�on�Sunday;�but
throughout�the�week:�We�share�our
stories�and�how�God�is�redeeming
them�even�as�we�work;�play;�and
serve�together:�We�want�everyone�to
experience�being�known�and�loved
in�Christ:

Our Mission
To abide in Christ Jesus for the renewal of all things.
Our Core Values
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Quotes for Reflection
G.K. Chesterton, The Wise Men

Step�softly;�under�snow�or�rain;
To�find�the�place�where�
men�can�pray=
The�way�is�all�so�very�plain
That�we�may�lose�the�way:

Oh;�we�have�learnt�to�peer�and�pore
On�tortured�puzzles�from�our�youth;
We�know�all�labyrinthine�lore;
We�are�the�three�wise�men�of�yore;
And�we�know�all�things�
but�the�truth:

We�have�gone�round�and�
round�the�hill
And�lost�the�wood�among�the�trees;
And�learnt�long�names�for�every�ill;
And�served�the�mad�gods;�
naming�still
The�furies�the�Eumenides:

The�gods�of�violence�took�the�veil
Of�vision�and�philosophy;
The�Serpent�that�brought
all�men�bale;
He�bites�his�own�accursed�tail;
And�calls�himself�Eternity:

Go�humbly>it�has�hailed�
and�snowed>
With�voices�low�and�lanterns�lit=
So�very�simple�is�the�road;
That�we�may�stray�from�it:

The�world�grows�terrible�and�white;
And�blinding�white�the�breaking�day=
We�walk�bewildered�in�the�light;
For�something�is�too�large�for�sight;
And�something�much�too�plain�to�say:

The�Child�that�was�ere�worlds�begun
W>We�need�but�walk�a�little�way;
We�need�but�see�a�latch�undone>X
The�Child�that�played�with�
moon�and�sun
Is�playing�with�a�little�hay:

The�house�from�which�the�
heavens�are�fed;
The�old�strange�house�that�
is�our�own;
Where�trick�of�words�are�never�said;
And�Mercy�is�as�plain�as�bread;
And�Honour�is�as�hard�as�stone:

Go�humbly;�humble�are�the�skies;
And�low�and�large�and�fierce�the�Star=
So�very�near�the�Manger�lies
That�we�may�travel�far:

HarkB�Laughter�like�a�lion�wakes
To�roar�to�the�resounding�plain:
And�the�whole�heaven�
shouts�and�shakes;
For�God�Himself�is�born�again;
And�we�are�little�children�walking
Through�the�snow�and�rain:
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Call to Worship
from Psalm 72
Give�the�king�your�justice;�O�God;�
and�your�righteousness�to�a�kingvs�son:

May he judge your people with righteousness, 
and your poor with justice.

May�he�defend�the�cause�of�the�poor�of�the�people;�
give�deliverance�to�the�needy;�and�crush�the�oppressor:

In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound.

May�all�kings�fall�down�before�him;�
all�nations�give�him�service:

For he delivers the needy when they call, 
the poor and those who have no helper.

He�has�pity�on�the�weak�and�the�needy;�
and�saves�the�lives�of�the�needy:

From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 
and precious is their blood in his sight.

Songs of Praise

God With Us
Words�A�Music�by�Jason�Ingram;�Leslie�Jordan
^�2012�Open�Hands�Music�and�Integrityvs�PraiseB�Music
CCLI�License�n�11355776

Behold the Lamb of God
Words�and�Music�by�Andrew�Peterson�
^�2004
CCLI�License�n�11355776
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Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 60:1-6 NRSV
1�Arise;�shine=�for�your�light�has�come;
and�the�glory�of�the�Lord�has�risen�upon�you:
2�For�darkness�shall�cover�the�earth;
and�thick�darkness�the�peoples=
but�the�Lord�will�arise�upon�you;
and�his�glory�will�appear�over�you:
3�Nations�shall�come�to�your�light;
and�kings�to�the�brightness�of�your�dawn:

4�Lift�up�your�eyes�and�look�around=
they�all�gather�together;�they�come�to�you=
your�sons�shall�come�from�far�away;
and�your�daughters�shall�be�carried�on�their�nursesv�arms:
5�Then�you�shall�see�and�be�radiant=
your�heart�shall�thrill�and�rejoice;
because�the�abundance�of�the�sea�shall�be�brought�to�you;
the�wealth�of�the�nations�shall�come�to�you:
6�A�multitude�of�camels�shall�cover�you;
the�young�camels�of�Midian�and�Ephah=
all�those�from�Sheba�shall�come:
They�shall�bring�gold�and�frankincense;
and�shall�proclaim�the�praise�of�the�Lord:

This�is�the�word�of�the�Lord:
Thanks be to God.
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Prayers of the People

Offering Prayer
Generous God, we have been made in your image. So, in your
generosity, make us generous. In your faithfulness, make us faithful.
So that whatever gift we bring to you might be an offer of worship
before you, as the gold, frankincense, and myrrh were before your son
Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

The Lord‘s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, 
    and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
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Matthew 2:1-23 NRSV
New Testament Reading

1�In�the�time�of�King�Herod;�after�Jesus�was�born�in�Bethlehem�of�Judea;
wise�men�from�the�East�came�to�Jerusalem;�2�asking;�FWhere�is�the�child
who�has�been�born�king�of�the�JewsD�For�we�observed�his�star�at�its�rising;
and�have�come�to�pay�him�homage:G�3�When�King�Herod�heard�this;�he�was
frightened;�and�all�Jerusalem�with�him=�4�and�calling�together�all�the�chief
priests�and�scribes�of�the�people;�he�inquired�of�them�where�the�Messiah
was�to�be�born:�5�They�told�him;�FIn�Bethlehem�of�Judea=�for�so�it�has�been
written�by�the�prophet<
6�HAnd�you;�Bethlehem;�in�the�land�of�Judah;
are�by�no�means�least�among�the�rulers�of�Judah=
for�from�you�shall�come�a�ruler
who�is�to�shepherd�my�people�Israel:I�G
7�Then�Herod�secretly�called�for�the�wise�men�and�learned�from�them�the
exact�time�when�the�star�had�appeared:�8�Then�he�sent�them�to�Bethlehem;
saying;�FGo�and�search�diligently�for�the�child=�and�when�you�have�found
him;�bring�me�word�so�that�I�may�also�go�and�pay�him�homage:G�9�When�they
had�heard�the�king;�they�set�out=�and�there;�ahead�of�them;�went�the�star�that
they�had�seen�at�its�rising;�until�it�stopped�over�the�place�where�the�child
was:�10�When�they�saw�that�the�star�had�stopped;�they�were�overwhelmed
with�joy:�11�On�entering�the�house;�they�saw�the�child�with�Mary�his�mother=
and�they�knelt�down�and�paid�him�homage:�Then;�opening�their�treasure
chests;�they�offered�him�gifts�of�gold;�frankincense;�and�myrrh:�12�And
having�been�warned�in�a�dream�not�to�return�to�Herod;�they�left�for�their
own�country�by�another�road:

13Now�after�they�had�left;�an�angel�of�the�Lord�appeared�to�Joseph�in�a
dream�and�said;�FGet�up;�take�the�child�and�his�mother;�and�flee�to�Egypt;
and�remain�there�until�I�tell�you=�for�Herod�is�about�to�search�for�the�child;�to
destroy�him:G�14Then�Joseph�got�up;�took�the�child�and�his�mother�by�night;
and�went�to�Egypt;�15and�remained�there�until�the�death�of�Herod:�This�was
to�fulfill�what�had�been�spoken�by�the�Lord�through�the�prophet;�FOut�of
Egypt�I�have�called�my�son:G

16When�Herod�saw�that�he�had�been�tricked�by�the�wise�men;�he�was
infuriated;�and�he�sent�and�killed�all�the�children�in�and�around�Bethlehem�
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Sermon
Mike�Kelly<�How�to�Find�Hope�
Lessons�in�Carols

Notes

who�were�two�years�old�or�under;�according�to�the�time�that�he�had�learned
from�the�wise�men:�17�Then�was�fulfilled�what�had�been�spoken�through�the
prophet�Jeremiah<�18�FA�voice�was�heard�in�Ramah;�wailing�and�loud
lamentation;�Rachel�weeping�for�her�children=�she�refused�to�be�consoled;
because�they�are�no�more:G�19�When�Herod�died;�an�angel�of�the�Lord
suddenly�appeared�in�a�dream�to�Joseph�in�Egypt�and�said;�20�FGet�up;�take
the�child�and�his�mother;�and�go�to�the�land�of�Israel;�for�those�who�were
seeking�the�childvs�life�are�dead:G�21�Then�Joseph�got�up;�took�the�child�and
his�mother;�and�went�to�the�land�of�Israel:�22�But�when�he�heard�that
Archelaus�was�ruling�over�Judea�in�place�of�his�father�Herod;�he�was�afraid
to�go�there:�And�after�being�warned�in�a�dream;�he�went�away�to�the�district
of�Galilee:�23�There�he�made�his�home�in�a�town�called�Nazareth;�so�that
what�had�been�spoken�through�the�prophets�might�be�fulfilled;�FHe�will�be
called�a�Nazorean:G

This�is�the�word�of�the�Lord:
Thanks be to God.
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Confession of Sin
God�of�grace�and�truth;
your�prophets�told�of�your�promises�Q�of�restoration�and�salvation:
We�confess�that�we�have�not�believed�your�promise;
that�we�have�preferred�brokenness�to�restoration;
and�have�lingered�with�disease;�rather�than�welcome�wholeness�and
renewal:�Forgive�our�stiff�necks�and�renew�our�hearts;�so�that�we�may
receive�the�fullness�of�your�promise;�and�live�into�that�joy:�Amen:

Assurance of Pardon

6�Seek�the�Lord�while�he�may�be�found;
call�upon�him�while�he�is�near=
7�let�the�wicked�forsake�their�way;
and�the�unrighteous�their�thoughts=
let�them�return�to�the�Lord;�that�he�may�have�mercy�on�them;
and�to�our�God;�for�he�will�abundantly�pardon:

Isaiah 55:6-7 NRSV

The First Noel
Arrangement�by�Debby�Kerner�Rettino�and�Ernie�Rettino�^�1982
�CCLI�License�n�11355776
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Doxology
Words�by�Thomas�Ken�A�Music�by�Louis�Bourgeois���^��Public�Domain

Benediction

We�do�not�dismiss�in�any�set�order;�come�forward�when�you�feel�ready:�
Form�two�lines�down�the�center�aisle;�return�to�your�seats�by�the�side�aisles:�
Take�the�elements�and�consume�them�at�your�seat�at�your�discretion:�
Bread�is�locally�sourced�and�gluten�free:�Choose�between�red�wine�and�white�grape�juice:

Communion

How Long, How Long
Words�A�Music�by�Providence
�^�LongPAwaited�T�You�Arrived�
�CCLI�License�n�11355776

We�believe�in�God;�the�father�almighty;
�creator�of�heaven�and�earth:
We�believe�in�Jesus�Christ;�his�only�son;�our�Lord;
���who�was�conceived�by�the�Holy�Spirit
���and�born�of�the�virgin�Mary:
���He�suffered�under�Pontius�Pilate;
���was�crucified;�died;�and�was�buried=
���he�descended�to�hell:
���The�third�day�he�rose�again�from�the�dead:
���He�ascended�to�heaven
���and�is�seated�at�the�right�hand�of�God�the�father�almighty:
���From�there�he�will�come�to�judge�the�living�and�the�dead:
We�believe�in�the�Holy�Spirit;
���the�holy�catholic�church;
���the�communion�of�saints;
���the�forgiveness�of�sins;
���the�resurrection�of�the�body;
���and�the�life�everlasting:�Amen:

Confession of Faith



Prayers for Those Not Communing
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Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that
I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the
reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach
me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to
the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever
dared confess, but through you I am more loved than I ever dared
hope. Thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I
deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that
you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive
you as my Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Belief

Lord Jesus, enable me to see in you the fulfillment of all my true
needs, and may I turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the
true and living bread. Enable me to see that your Gospel is bigger
than my sin, and that your work breaks the power of sin as well as
freeing me from its penalty. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings
so closely and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking
to you, the pioneer and author of my faith. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin

Bryan Buck
Karen Howells
Martha Van Houten
Alex Wenig 

bryan@oaksparish.org 
karen@oaksparish.org     
martha@oaksparish.org
alex@oaksparish.org

Lead Pastor 
Director of Women’s Formation     
Director of Parish Formation
Director of Music

kids@oaksparish.org
communitylife@oaksparish.org

OP Kids
Community Life



Welcome to Oaks Parish
Thanks for joining us today - we
would love to connect with you!
Jot down your name and email
address on the postcard found in
your worship guide and drop it in
an offering basket before you
leave so we can get to know you.

How to Use Postcards
Let us know you're visiting
Sign up for the weekly email
Share a prayer request
RSVP for an event
Connect with pastoral staff

Drop your postcard in an offering
basket before you leave today!

Morning Prayer
Join us online every Wednesday
at 6:30am to pray together for
our community and beyond at
oaksparish.org/morningprayer.

Oaks Parish: Get Connected
January Social Hour
Let’s kick off the new year
together on Sunday, January 14th
with coffee, donuts, and
connection - after the service in
the Parish Hall.

Family Promise Volunteers
Needed
Oaks Parish is partnering with
Family Promise Metro East to
serve our houseless neighbors by
providing meals and support for
participating families. Volunteer
to make a meal or stay overnight
during our next week of service
from January 21-27. Learn more at
oaksparish.org/family-promise.

Men’s Pizza Night
Oaks Parish men are invited to a
pizza & game night at the home of
Rob Howells on Saturday, January
20th, starting at 6:30pm. Bring
your favorite game; we’ll provide
pizza and drinks! RSVP to
rob@thehowellsgroup.com.


